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“A Time to Kill”:  Movie Questions
Before viewing:   Read Synopsis:

Carl Lee Hailey (Samuel L. Jackson) was hard at work at a factory in a small Mississippi town when he learned that his ten-year-old daughter Tonya had been brutally raped by two racist thugs on a drunken spree. Jake Brigance (Matthew McConaughey), a struggling young liberal attorney—fresh out of law school—is eager but naïve about the ways of the old South. He takes on Hailey's case as lead defense attorney after Hailey shoots his daughter's assaulters in a passionate act of rage and retribution. Enter Ellen Roark (Sandra Bullock), an ambitious and razor-sharp young law student at "Ole Miss" (the University of Mississippi) who wants to see justice done but does not understand the risk she is taking. 

Hailey's trial sparks a resurgence of outwardly racist acts by members of the Ku Klux Klan who are anxious to keep their cause alive and desperate to reclaim their dying "glory days." The state's attorney, Rufus Buckley (Kevin Spacey), is a seasoned prosecutor and has a strong case against Hailey. In spite of close guidance by Lucien Wilbanks (Donald Sutherland), a veteran attorney and Jake's former law professor, Jake faces the fight of his life—in legal and personal terms—as he seeks a verdict of innocent for Carl Lee Hailey.

If they are to win the case, Jake and Carl Lee must find ways to transcend differences in race and class in order to work together for justice. Carl Lee is as much a teacher as he is a victim, while Jake is as much a learner as he is a lawyer.

Answer preliminary question:

1.  What qualities do you think someone needs to be a good lawyer? List them in order of importance.  You must list at least seven (7) qualities. E.g. Hardworking

2. If we respect "the inherent worth and dignity of every person," is there ever a time to kill? Is deadly rage ever justified? Explain.
While Viewing Questions:

1. What is your definition of “justice”?

2. Why do you think Jake takes Carl Lee Hailey’s case?

3. What does Lucien mean when he says – “You can win this case, and justice will prevail.  But lose, and justice will also prevail” (A Time to Kill 1996)?  Do you agree with his statement?

4. What does Carl Lee mean when he says, “You’re out there, I’m in here.  We ain’t no team” (A Time to Kill 1996).

5. Make a prediction.  Who is the Mickey Mouse caller?  Why do you think he is making the warning calls?

6. What does Jake mean when he says, “Tomorrow when we’re in court, it’s not just Car Lee I’m trying to get off” (A Time to Kill 1996).

7. What does Jake’s secretary mean when she says, “You may win, but I think we’ve all lost here” ” (A Time to Kill 1996)?  Compare her words to the words of Lucien

8. What do you think justice mean to each of the following characters?  Why?

a. Jake Bregance:

b. Carl Lee Hailey:

c. Freddie Lee Cobb:

