Red Bull

· Red Bull was invented in Thailand in 1962 by Chaleo Voovidhya and was called Krating Daeng
· When Dietrich Mateschitz, an Austrian marketing executive, visited Thailand in 1982, he found that Red Bull made him feel better by eliminating jet lag.  He and Chaleo Voovidhya became partners, and Dietrich risked his life savings to develop a new Red Bull that was carbonated and less sweet than the Thai product and more marketable to Western consumers.  The Austrian version of the product has been available sine 1987, but was not allowed to be sold in Canada until 2004 because it was neither a food not a drug.  It was never illegal to bring Red Bull into Canada, but it was illegal to sell it here.

· The product was banned because of ingredient taurine in France, Iceland, Norway, Uruguay, and Denmark, and was linked to several deaths in Sweden, which is reviewing the product.

· It is unclear why taurine is added to energy drinks, as it not a stimulant.  It does, however, inhibit the transmission of neurons in the brain and therefore might reduce the edginess caused by high amounts of caffeine.  Taurine is also thought to hydrate the brain, so it may be added to reduce the dehydration effects of high levels of caffeine that are typically found in energy drinks.

· Red Bull dominates the energy drink segment as the number one energy drink, with sales greater than those of the other top 5 energy drink brands combined.  The drink’s success made Chaleo Voovidhya one of the top 25 richest men in the world.

Before Viewing

1. Why do you think people consumer energy drinks?

2. Name four products on the market today whose sale or use has brought up ethical dilemmas.

While Viewing

1. What is on the warning label on every can of Red Bull?

2. Whose responsibility is it to:

a. see that children don’t drink Red Bull?

b.  Make sure that consumers do not mix the product with alcohol?
c. see that consumers don’t drink any more than 2 cans per day?
3. What bizarre behavior did taurine cause in rats?

4. What three countries have banned the sale of Red Bull?

5. What is Red Bull’s slogan?

After Viewing

1. In your opinion, is the behavior of the following groups ethical?

a. The Red Bull sales team

b. The Red Bull company

c. The department of Health

d. Bar owners that mix Red Bull with alcohol
e. Store clerks who sell Red Bull to children
f. The marketing executive for Red Bull

g. Parents who let their children Red Bull

h. Stores and bars that sell Red Bull

Take another energy drink brand and compare their ingredients with Red Bull.   Are the other brands selling to the same market?  Which brand has more caffeine and taurine?
